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May All Who Come Behind Us Find Us Faithful

O may all who come behind us find us faithful,

May the fire of  our devotion light their way,

May the footprints that we leave—lead them to believe

And the lives we live inspire them to obey.

O may all who come behind us find us faithful.
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Introduction

	 	 Members of  Calvary Bible Church should be very pleased with the rich 
heritage that we enjoy. The roots of  the church go back to the Wesleys, John and 
Charles. Charles penned the words to many familiar hymns, such as, "O For a 
Thousand Tongues to Sing.” John, an energetic evangelist, had a great impact on 
religious thought and practice in England and the United States. The Wesleys are 
credited with starting the Methodist movement in the 18th century. 

	 	 The Methodist Episcopal Church was formed in the United States in a time 
with much religious fervor punctuated by the Great Awakenings or camp revival 
meetings and grew rapidly, with circuit riders’ traveling to remote areas by 
horseback. This church, following an old tradition, was governed by Bishops, who, 
among other things, appointed preachers to congregations whether or not the 
local worshippers approved them, governed this church, following an old tradition. 
In 1830, a group within the Methodist Episcopal Church sought to give the local 
congregation a greater voice in their governance. When this failed, they broke 
away and formed the Methodist Protestant Church, which eliminated the office of  
Bishop and Presiding Elder (Hyde, Johnston & Johnson, 1889). At a national level, 
a General Conference was held every seven years with equal representation of  
pastors and laymen. The Book of  Disciple of  the Methodist Protestant Church, which 
contained the Methodist Protestant doctrine and governance, was reviewed during 
these General Conferences. 

	 	 In 1939, the Michigan District Conference of  the Methodist Protestant 
Church voted to join with the Methodist Episcopal Church. Sadly, the reason for 
this vote by the Methodist Protestants appeared to be financial in nature. This 
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occurred during the depression, Pastor Bracy was told that the Conference was 
pretty much bankrupt. The vote meant that the local church would be losing 
congregational freedom and control of  WMPC (Where Many Preach Christ). In 
addition, with it being a large denomination, the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
becoming too liberal in its teachings. It just made sense for the Lapeer Church to 
choose to go its own way in regard to how it is governed and the theology taught. 

	 	 In addition, pastors who did not go along with the merger lost their pensions, 
and churches had to pay money to the Methodist Episcopal Church to leave. This 
money would go toward paying off  the Michigan Conference of  the Methodist 
Protestant Church’s debt. Thus, it is believed that the Lapeer Church paid several 
thousand dollars to leave. 
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A Message from Pastor Bracy

One hundred and seventy-five years ago, people gathered 
together to worship God, and this church had its beginning as a 
fellowship of  believers. Across the one hundred seventy-five years, 
we have faced many challenges. Indeed, for two thousand years, 
God has proven faithful; He has been sufficient for each new day. 
This gives us confidence that He will continue to be sufficient for 
each new day.

 As a church, it is our goal to glorify God, to proclaim the good news of  
salvation through Jesus Christ, and to provide encouragement, instruction, and 
fellowship for the people of  God. Our goal is important. Because people thought 
that this goal was important one hundred seventy-five years ago, they organized 
this church. Across the years, many have heard the Word of  God, many have been 
saved, many have been baptized. Some have become pastors and missionaries. A 
radio ministry has been established in this area that has ministered to people for 
eighty-nine years as of  December 2015!

Let us never forget those who served before us. They laid a good foundation. 
Let us build on that foundation. Let us face the challenges of  our day anchored to 
that timeless Rock. God's Word and God's salvation have never been needed more 
than they are today. I believe that God has been and will ever be sufficient for each 
new day. May those who come after us find that we've been faithful.

	 	 	 	 	 	 ~Pastor Bracy

	 	 	 	 	 	    Senior Pastor 1964–2004
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A Message from Pastor Lazzell

Nearly 175 years ago, a handful of  individuals with the desire to 
establish a church in Lapeer during the early life of  the 
community, began meeting. 

	 Over the years, committed members of  our congregation have 
continued to pray and make changes—all in order to continue 
the mission of  reaching people for Christ, and God has done 
amazing things.

	 The heart behind everything we do is to reach people for Christ so that lives 
are transformed. Keeping this in front of  us at all times is how Calvary will be 
active in bringing glory to God.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ~Pastor Jeremy

	 	 	 	 	 	 	    Senior Pastor 2012–present
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C H A P T E R  1

Foundations of 
Calvary Bible Church

	 	 The foundations of  Calvary Bible Church were planted in Lapeer very early 
in the life of  the community. Itinerant preachers represented several 
denominations. From the evidence in a Lapeer city directory, we believe the 
Lapeer Methodist Protestant Church foundation was established in 1840 with a 
class, a small group of  believers consisting of  a few families, meeting in homes. On 
July 14, 1842, the Michigan Annual Conference of  the Methodist Protestant 
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Church was formed. Two lay delegates, 
or preachers represented Lapeer and 
Franklin churches (Stephenson, 1964). 

This led to a more formal 
congregation that gathered to worship 
in the old courthouse and later in a 
room that was once a store (Author 
Unknown, 1884). In 1852, another 
group gathered in the neighboring 
community of  Millville, which resulted 
in the organization of  an additional 
class of  the Methodist Protestant 
denomination. Services were held once 
every two weeks at the schoolhouse. 
Elder Kellogg was the pastor in charge. 

Rev. A. L Warren

In 1842 A. L. Warren was stationed 
in Lapeer. In the nineteenth century, 
trustees were required for churches to 
own property. According to the Lapeer 
County Clerk’s Office Book of  
Incorporation A, on September 28, 
1859, a meeting of  the Methodist 
Protestant Church of  Lapeer was held 
to elect trustees for the purpose of  
holding property (p. 30).  Sometime 
later a frame church was purchased 
from the Baptists that was the First 
Methodist Protestant Church of  
Lapeer and was later torn down and 

replaced with a brick building later 
known as the Liberty Street Gospel 
Church.

On August 7, 1877, the church 
members approved the Articles of  
Association for the Methodist 
Protestant Church of  Lapeer and a 
circuit was organized (p. 154). By 1884, 
there were two churches in Lapeer, one 
in the city and one a few miles east of  
the city referenced as the Owen 
Church. In 1901 the Lapeer circuit of  
Methodist Protestant Churches 
consisted of  Lapeer, Owens, Millville 
and Michigan Home Chapel (Buroker, 
1937). When Pastor Bracy was 
appointed minister of  Liberty Street 
Gospel Church, there were five trustees 
of  the church, one in Millville, one at 
Owens, and three from the Lapeer 
congregation. Even though the Owens 
church had been sold and torn down 
by this time, it was still represented on 
the trustee board by John Eckersley.

On September 25, 1866, the 
Michigan Annual Conference of  the 
Methodist Protestant Church hosted its 
twenty-fifth session in Lapeer, 
beginning at 10 o'clock with the 
reading of  the 103rd Psalm, followed 
by singing and prayer. Lapeer 
sponsored a church that was valued at 
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$1,200 and included 60 members and 
four probationers. Rev. J. Warner, the 
previous year’s minister, received 
$327.65 in salary. The following year's 
salary for Rev. D. Whitely was $600.00.

In 1896, the congregation moved 
into their new building at 803 Liberty 
Street. The church was dedicated on 
July 11, 1897. Rev. G. W. Durkee 
served as the pastor. 

First Methodist Protestant Church (1896–1939)

Rev. C. England

Five years 
later, Rev. C. 
England was 
appointed to 
the Lapeer 
church, 
marking the 
beginning of  
his longest and 
most important 
resident pastorate (1902–1909). Not 
only did he carry out all of  the 
ministerial duties, preaching three 
times on Sunday, but he also 
established himself  in the harness 
business. He held revivals, conducted 
scores of  funerals each year, and 
officiated at hundreds of  weddings in 
the county. When his ministry in 
Lapeer ended, he remained in the 
community while serving as minister of  
the Hunters Creek Church. 

Between 1909 and 1918, there were 
six ministers who preceded Rev. Frank 
S. Hemingway’s appointment: Rev. Ira 
Miller (1909), Rev. J. H. Reilly (1911), 
Rev. J. A. Moray (1912), Rev. G. N. 
Gillett, Rev. E. F. Root (1915), Rev. L. 
W. Bishop (1917), and Rev. R. O. Wine 
(1918). It has been reported that young 
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people used to refer to the last minister 
as “rare old wine.”  

Rev. Frank S. Hemingway

In 1918, the 
church called 23-
year-old Rev. 
Frank S. 
Hemingway to 
be the pastor. 
Upon coming to 
Lapeer, he was 
greeted by a 

congregation of  23 during the first 
Sunday service. 

He was pleased to find a staunch 
friend and fellow gospel laborer, Rev. 
C. England, in the church. With the 
church’s emphasis on the value of  the 
knowledge of  God's Word, Bible study, 
and encouragement to pray, the church 
enjoyed steady growth.

Rev. Hemingway was not content to 
just serve his church as pastor. He 
diligently searched for ways to carry the 
gospel beyond the confines of  the little 
church. Years before, he had a vision of  
the magic of  radio and foresaw the 
possibility of  telling the wonderful story 
to thousands instead of  hundreds.



C H A P T E R  2

WMPC
(Where Many Preach Christ)

     The dream of  preaching by radio came to Rev. Hemingway one night in the 
twenties when he sat with a friend's radio earphones clamped to his head. He soon 
realized that this new type of  communication would be excellent for spreading 
messages of  faith, especially to the aged and invalid. He turned to encyclopedias 
and other technical books to gain an understanding of  radio. 
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He and interested friends read 
about radios and tinkered and 
experimented until they built WMPC's 
first transmitter. Its antenna was a 
squirrel cage made of  bicycle rims; 
even a dog walking underneath varied 
the wavelength.

Plans for the realization of  a radio 
broadcast from the church moved 
closer to reality during the last week of  
November, 1926. The church was 
expected to be ready for operation on 
the first of  December. The operating 
room was located in the dome of  the 
church. A microphone was installed in 
front of  the pulpit as well as a second 
one downstairs in the Bible study room. 
An extra switch for a remote control 
hookup also was installed in case the 
school board desired to broadcast from 
the auditorium of  the high school when 
noted educational speakers were on the 
program.

On Monday, December 6, 1926, the 
first official broadcast was aired. The 
radio station originally selected the call 
letters of  KMPC. Rev. Hemingway 
called the station KMPC after Lapeer's 
Methodist Protestant Church.  
However, the “K” was later changed to 
“W” to comply with new U.S. 
regulations that forced stations to begin 

their call letters with a “W” if  east of  
the Mississippi and “K” for stations 
west of  the Mississippi. The programs 
consisted of  Scripture reading, organ 
music, singing, and talking. The station 
broadcast at 100 watts two or three 
hours a day for six days a week. 
WMPC was one of  the first stations in 
the state of  Michigan to operate under 
crystal control, maintaining a constant 
operation on an assigned frequency.

Lapeer Street Gospel Church (1939–1968) 
with the Squirrel-Cage Antenna

	   
Starting at the age of  80, Rev. C. 

England had a radio ministry that was 
broadcast from 
May to October, 
from 1933 to 
1937. His 
audience, judging 
from the mail 
response to his 
program, ran into 
the thousands.
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The first licensed operator of  the 
station was Fred Albertson, who later 
became an attorney in the law firm of  
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson in 
Washington, D.C. and represented 
WMPC for many years.

  Emma Hayes                Nora Eastman

   Hollis Hayes           Pauline Newby Bracy

The first announcer was Miss 
Emma Hayes, thought to be the first 
female announcer in the United States. 
She was succeeded by Miss Nora 
Eastman. Other station employees 
included Arthur Voorheis, Gordon 
Grinnell, Rev. Hollis Hayes, Mrs. 
Pauline Newby Bracy, and Mrs. 
Margaret Sitts. 

In the spring of  1935, to meet 
federal requirements, the station 
erected a Blaw-Knox steel vertical 
tower 160 feet 
high. It was 
used with a 
ground system 
of  6,000 feet 
of  copper wire 
that radiated 
from the base 
buried in the 
ground. At this 
time, a new 
transmitter 
increased the 
power and 
made the 
outreach of  WMPC much greater. In 
fact, the radio station received a letter 
from a listener in New Zealand.

For more information about the 
radio station and to see items from the 
early days of  radio, visit the 
Hemingway-Hayes Museum located in 
the basement of  the WMPC station.
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Station Managers

Rev. Frank S. Hemingway was the 
first manager of  WMPC, from 1926 
until 1965. At that time, the Board of  
Trustees appointed Rev. Arnold L. 
Bracy to the position of  manager of  
WMPC. Rev. Bracy retired as manager 
of  the station after serving 35 years in 
this position while continuing his 
ministry as Pastor of  Calvary Bible 
Church. Bob Baldwin followed as the 
manager of  WMPC in 2000. The 
current manager of  WMPC, Ed 
LeVoir, accepted his appointment in 
2011.

Rev. Hemingway 
and Pastor Bracy          

Bob Baldwin     

 

  

Ed LeVoir

Announcers 

 Over the years, WMPC has had 
numerous talented announcers, 
including Hollis Hayes, Orla Clarkson, 
and Bob Grinnell, as well as many 
teenagers and young adults who grew 
up in the church, including Marsha 
Abbott Ferrier, Jim Smith, Tom 
Grinnell, John Dowling Jr., Judy 
Rucker, Kevin Mayer, Russ Frazen, 
Randy Conant, Larry Harrison, 
Clayton Graft, and Greg Yoder who 
was known for his program “Down On 
The Farm" just to name a few. Greg 
Bullen, Bill Hetchler, Tom McDonald, 
Bronlow Miller, and Al Smiley are 
recognized as a few of  our long-term 
announcers. 

 Greg Bullen                           Bill Hetchler

                

Bronlow Miller                        Al Smiley
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Another long-term employee of  the 
station, Roberta Clinansmith, served as 
an announcer and office worker.

                    Roberta Clinansmith

Office Managers

Some of  the behind-the-scenes 
operations, such as program line-ups, 
are the responsibility of  the station 
office manager. Nora Eastman was one 
of  the first office managers of  WMPC 
and was assisted by Edith Ross, Audrey 
Eastman, Margaret Sitts, and Pauline 
Newby Clarkson Bracy. Donna Rucker 
Butler, followed by Leona Williamson, 
Judy McDonald, Susan McCullough, 
Debbie Webb, and Deb Reynolds, 
succeeded Nora Eastman. Michele 
Esckelson and Nikki Patterson 
currently share this position. There 
have been many individuals who have 
worked at WMPC over the years, 
including missionary interns who 
worked at the church as well.  

Chief  Engineers

Thanks to several talented chief  
engineers, throughout the years, 
WMPC was able to ensure that 
broadcasts were sent out over the 
airwaves. These chief  engineers 
included Fred Albertson, Hollis Hayes, 
Donald Baad, Loren Cook, Bob Wolfe, 
and Herb Livingston.

  Hollis Hayes                     Don Baad

  Lauren Cook                     Bob Wolfe

Herb Livingston
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50th Anniversary of  WMPC

As the 50th anniversary of  WMPC 
was celebrated in 1975, a new radio 
station was nearing completion at 1800 
North Lapeer Road. In 1988, the radio 
ministry expanded to offer 24 hours of  
easy Christian listening. Its formula for 
success included a blend of  Christian 
music, Bible teaching, discussion shows 
about family issues, and secular news 
from United Press International.



C H A P T E R  3

Methodist Protestant Church

     Liberty Street Gospel Church (1939–1968)
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     In June 1939, the Conference of  
Methodist Protestant Churches voted 
to merge with two other denominations 
to form the Methodist Church. The 
Lapeer congregation separated from 
the denomination, which led to the 
incorporation of  an independent 
organization in Lapeer known as the 
Liberty Street Gospel Church. 
Ordained ministers in the membership 
list comprised the Board of  Elders. In 
addition to Rev. Hemingway, these 
included Rev. Hollis Hayes, Rev. 
Donald V. Sitts, and Rev. Carl Moses, 
newly ordained. The Sunday School 
was directed by Hiram Swayze.

Rev. Frank S. Hemingway

During the first week of  September 
1943, Rev. Hemingway was 
acknowledged by his congregation and 
members of  the community for 25 
years of  unselfish service—not only as a 
minister but also as a citizen involved in 

civic affairs, always willing to give of  his 
time and talent to promote anything for 
the good of  the community. During this 
service, Rev. Hemingway and his family 
were presented with over 1,000 silver 
dollars given by members and friends 
of  the church and the businessmen of  
Lapeer.

Rev. Hemingway continued to work 
unceasingly, watching the church family 
and the radio station outreach expand. 
As the hours of  operation increased, so 
did the number of  church groups who 
came to present programs.

Because there was no recording 
equipment or gospel records to put on 
for eight hours of  programming a day, 
it required a constant procession of  
speakers and musical groups through 
the station. More studios were needed, 
so the sanctuary and the basement of  
the church as well as the two houses 
next door were used to accommodate 
the groups who traveled from all over 
the state.
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Nora Eastman, Arthur Voorheis, and 
Margaret Sitts,with letters from listeners.

On the occasion of  celebrating the 
25th anniversary of  WMPC, three 
million readers of  Time magazine saw 
the story of  Pastor Hemingway. The 
Liberty Street Gospel Church in 
Lapeer, Michigan (population 6,000) 
and its radio ministry had gained 
national attention. The station was now 
broadcasting 14 hours a day to an 
audience estimated at 100,000 
individuals.

During the Sunday evening 
celebration on December 9, 1951, over 
400 people jammed into the church 

designed to seat 280. Sadly, Pastor 
Hemingway was not able to be present 
due to diabetes, the after effects of  a 
stroke the year before, and being worn 
down by nightly vigils of  prayer for his 
ailing wife. The 57-year-old minister 
collapsed two hours before the 
ceremony and had to listen in like one 
of  his shut-ins. He had given himself  
completely to his work, determined to 
"wear out for God."

Ten years later, Rev. Hemingway 
was honored once more by all who had 
come to pay tribute to his dedication. 
Dr. Harry Zemmer introduced over a 
dozen speakers who gave examples of  
Rev. Hemingway' s contributions to his 
church members, to his community, 
and to people in foreign lands.

Sunday School Class taught by 
Rev. Hemingway, circa 1951
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Rev. Hemingway suffered a stroke in 
1961, which left him partially paralyzed 
on the left side. He was incapacitated 
for a short period of  time; however, 
once he regained his ability to move 
about, he was able to continue most of  
his duties. Although he resigned as 
pastor, he continued as manager of  the 
station until his death on July 25, 1965.

Youth Group circa 1963

Rev. Arnold L. Bracy

Pastor Bracy was the 
first one asked to 
come to speak at 
Liberty Street Gospel 
Church as a 
candidate. When he 

was asked to come back a second time, 
he said, “no,” for fear that they might 
call him to the church. After meeting 
with a couple of  other candidates, the 
church continued its search. One day 
after one of  his broadcasts, Margaret 
Sitts said to Pastor Bracy, “I think if  
you would come, that would take care 
of  things for us here.” To which Pastor 
Bracy replied, “If  they ask I’ll come 
back.” Then in 1964, Rev. Arnold 
Bracy was called to become the pastor 
of  the church. He was known to some 
of  the WMPC staff  due to his radio 
program while serving as pastor of  the 
Metamora church for the previous 
three years.

He is a graduate of  the Grand 
Rapids School of  Bible and Music, a 
school in fellowship with the 
Independent Fundamental Churches 
of  America. Following the death of  
Pastor Hemingway in 1965, the Board 
of  Trustees appointed Rev. Bracy to the 
position of  manager of  WMPC.



C H A P T E R  4

Calvary Bible Church

Calvary Bible Church 1968–Present
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During the first four years of  Rev. 
Bracy's ministry, he guided the church 
through a building program for a new 
church home. In 1964, Frank Shoults 
was chosen as the chairman of  the 
building committee. In April 1966, the 
site at 923 South Main Street was 
approved for a new place of  worship. 
Plans progressed under the leadership 
of  Donald Ross, chairman of  the 
building committee, and Orville Smith, 
finance committee chairman. In June 
1967, plans for the new building were 
approved and groundbreaking services 
were held in September. The following 
June a prayer service on a Thursday 
evening marked the first service in the 
new sanctuary. The newly completed 
structure was dedicated in September 
1968.

The move not only provided a new 
location but also a new name—Calvary 
Bible Church. The new church cost 
$200,000, including land and 
furnishings. In addition to the 
sanctuary and balcony, there is a 
fellowship hall that seats 200, a nursery, 
and a kitchen as well as a Sunday 
School classroom space for 
kindergarteners through adults. There 
is also the Frank Hemingway Memorial 

Library, which contains the books of  
the late Rev. Hemingway.

By 1972, the growing congregation 
required a larger Sunday School wing. 
At this time, the offices were moved 
into the old wing. Then from 1972 to 
1973, the balcony was completed, and 
the sanctuary was expanded into the 
space where offices used to be. In 1980, 
the last addition included a gymnasium 
and a larger kitchen, and the grounds 
were improved with the addition of  a 
bus garage.

150th Anniversary of  Calvary 
Bible Church

In March of  1989, a banquet was 
held in celebration of  Pastor Bracy’s 
25th year as Pastor of  Calvary Bible 
Church. A variety of  special guest 
speakers, including Lapeer Mayor 
Barry Shoults (who was once a member 
of  our youth group), Attorney Richard 
Bahls, Broadcaster Mel Johnson, and 
Rev. Peter DeKlerk, were featured in 
the program. Many of  the church 
families paid tribute to Pastor Bracy 
and his wife Darlene. In keeping with 
tradition, he was presented with a 
bucket of  Susan B. Anthony dollars. A 
new portrait of  Pastor Bracy was 
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unveiled and is hanging in the church library. He was also given a comfortable 
new office chair. 

	 As Calvary Bible Church entered the 1990s, its reach continued to expand. 
Parents of  young children were served by The Nursery Center, which met daily 
and under the guidance of  the church. In 1997, the preschool was renamed 
Noah’s Ark Preschool to reflect the academics of  the program. This service of  
Christian childcare met the needs of  busy families. The radio station, with its    
24-hour broadcasts of  news, educational programs, inspirational messages, and 
Christian music, reached the hearts of  faithful listeners. Generous missionary 
support around the world completed the network of  the concerned and caring 
Calvary Bible Church as it began its 151st year of  faithful service.

In His Service as Pastors

Many faithful servants have pastored our congregation over the years. Most 
recently, Pastor Jeremy Lazzell was called to lead Calvary Bible Church on 
October 6, 2012.

I.		 	 1842	 	 	 A.L. Warren

II.	 	 1843	 	 	 Laban Smith & A. L. Warren

III.	 	 1844  	 	 	 A.L. Warren

IV.	 	 1845	 	 	 Joseph Pomfret

V.	 	 1846	 	 	 R.C. Lanning

VI.	 	 1847	 	 	 S. W Hall

VII.	 	 1848	      	 	 Unknown

VIII.	 	 1849   	 	 	 O. Earls & C. B.  Jones

IX.	 	 1850              		 Unknown

X.	 	 1851         	 	 C. B. Jones

XI.	 	 1852-53 	 	 	 L. S. Boyce
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XII.	 	 	 1854        	 	 J. R. Stevenson

XIII.	 	 	 1855            	 	 G.W. Andrews

XIV.	 	 	 1856-58       	 	 William D. Tompkinson

XV.	 	 	 1859       		 	 A. L. Warren 	(Supt.), 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Thomas Howland (Assistant)

XVI.	 	 	 1860-61         		 M.S Angell

XVII.		 	 1862 	 	 	 James Latham

XVIII.	 	 1863	 	 	 W. H. Hicks

XIX.	 	 	 1864	 	 	 Thomas Howland

XX.	 	 	 1865	 	 	 J. Warner

XXI.	 	 	 1866	 	 	 D. W. Whitely

XXII.		 	 1867	 	 	 R. C. Lanning

XXIII.	 	 1868       		 	 Unknown                    

XXIV.	 	 1869	 	 	 F. Traver

XXV.		 	 1870-71  	 	 Unknown

XXVI.	 	 1872        	 	 Lester Clark

XXVII.	 	 1873        	 	 R. M. Mulholland

XXVIII.	 	 1874	  	 	 F. Traver

XXIX.	 	 1875	  	 	 John Armstrong

XXX.	 	 1876      		 	 C. S. Greene

XXXI.	 	 1877	 	 	 B. F. Wright

XXXII.	 	 1878       		 	 J. H. Webb & W. F. Perkins

XXXIII.	 	 1879-80	 	 	 L. Clark

XXXIV.	 	 1881  	 	 	 Unknown
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XXXV.	 	 1882-83 		 	 J. F. Kellogg

XXXVI.	 	 1884	 	 	 Unknown

XXXVII.	 	 1885	 	 	 R. M. Mulholland

XXXVIII.		 1886	 	 	 Unknown

XXXIX.	 	 1887	 	 	 W. J. Eastlake

XL.	 	 	 1888-94	  	 	 Samuel Riley

XLI.	    	 	 1895	 	 	 A. A. Phelps & E. M. Butler

XLII.	   	 	 1896	 	 	 E. M. Butler

XLIII.	 	 1897-99	 	 	 George Durkee

XLIV.	   	 	 1900	 	 	 C. W. Stephenson

XLV.	  	 	 1901-08 		 	 C. England

XLVI.	  	 1909-11 		 	 Ira Miller

XLVII.	  	 1912	 	 	 J. H. Reilly

XLVIII.	  	 1913	 	 	 J. A. Moray

XLIX.	  	 1914	 	 	 G. N. Gillett

L.	              	 1915-16	 	 	 E. F. Root

LI.	          	 1917	 	 	 L. W. Bishop (released in February 1918)

LII.	             	 1918	 	 	 R.O. Wine (appointed in March 1918)

LIII.	 	 	 1918	 	 	 Frank. S. Hemingway

LIV.	 	 	 1964	 	 	 Arnold. L. Bracy (retired in January 2004)

LV.	           	 2004	 	 	 Larry Crabtree (resigned October 2006)

LVI.	 	 	 2007	 	 	 P. DeKlerk (interim pastor until death in 2010)

LVII.		 	 2010	 	 	 Paul Held (released in January 2012)

LVIII.	 	 2012	 	 	 Jeremy Lazzell
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Youth Pastors and 

Music Directors

Calvary Bible Church has been and 
continues to be blessed with many 
wonderful youth pastors. Some of  our 
youth pastors served as youth and 
music directors and worked part time as 
announcers on WMPC. Jan Hettinga 
was our first youth pastor/music 
director. He was followed by Daniel 
Lupton and then William Hetchler (also 
music director), then Jim Olah. Glen 
Pav (also music director) succeeded Jim 
Olah. Bill Smith and Daniel Weir 
served as directors of  Christian 
Education during the late 1970s and 
1980s. Toby Zurcher worked with the 
young people for a time. 

Boys Sunday Morning Youth Group circa 1975

Sunday School Class circa 1982 
 Kevin Page, Bron Miller and David Patterson 

Ken Andrews served as a youth 
pastor during the 1980s, and Jim 
Sheldrake served as assistant pastor and 
director of  Christian Education during 
the late 1980s and 1990s. Jason 
Humrichous worked for a time with our 
College & Career group as well as with 
teens. During the late 1990s, he was 
succeeded by Todd Sallstrom who 
served through the early 2000s. Then 
Greg Bullen worked with the youth for 
over a decade until he accepted a new 
position at CBC in 2014 as The 
Director of  Family Ministries. David 
Weir also served the youth of  the 
church for a short period in 2005. The 
current youth pastor is Nathan Bearup.

Other music directors over the years 
include Jim Schoensee, Tom Daniels, 
Al VanBrocklin, and Bron Miller 1979 
-1986 and 1998 - 2006. From 2013 to 
2014, Kathy Johnson served as the first 
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female worship leader. In 2015, Tim 
Herbert, formerly of  the Gospelmen, 
started serving as worship leader of  
Calvary Bible Church.   

Nathan Bearup                  Tim Herbert

Senior Citizens Pastor

Peter DeKlerk, upon his retirement 
as senior pastor of  Hunters Creek 
Church, became our senior citizens 
pastor in 2003. After Pastor Larry 
Crabtree resigned, Pastor Peter became 
the interim pastor until his death in 
2010.

Organists/Pianists

There have been many talented 
organists/pianists over the years. 
Arthur Voorheis and Nora Eastman 
were the first instrumentalists at Liberty 
Street Gospel Church (1926–late 
1940s). Arlene Hanner and Jennie Mae 
Terry Johnson served in this role until 
the mid-1960s. From 1965 to 1980 and 

then again from 2005 to 2015, Donna 
Rucker Butler was the church organist. 
Other organists who served at Calvary 
Bible Church from the 1980s to 2004 
included Pearl Cosby, Mary Ann 
Nelson, Pam Stover, Chuck 
Williamson, Ruth Stahl, and Karen 
Tuttle. Calvary Bible Church also has 
been blessed with many pianists. At the 
keyboard from the late 1960s to the 
present were many: Clayton Graff, 
Barbara Chapman, Al VanBrocklin, 
Melanie Pav, Melanie Miller, Carol 
Thompson, Marlene Sheldrake, Lynn 
Waelde, Auna Bearup, Ron Fritz, 
Susan McCullough, and Sally Wilson 
all of  whom faithfully blessed so many 
with their piano playing. 

Easter Sunday March 31, 2013

Secretary/Treasurers 

In 1926, the earlier years of  the 
radio station staff  also did some of  the 
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office work for the church. For example, 
Margaret Sitts voluntarily served as the 
church clerk and treasurer for the 
church while also working at WMPC 
into the late 1960s. Between the late 
1960s to the early 1990s Mary Ann 
Russell, Barbara Duncan, and Bonnie 
Weldy also occupied this dual role, as 
did Leona Williamson. During the 
1990s through the early 2010s Barbara 
Duncan & Bonnie Weldy served again 
as church secretary as did Cindi 
Schwiderson, Elaine Green, and Deb 
Reynolds. Currently, Sharon Jacobs 
serves as the church secretary and has 
worked in various church secretarial 
positions since the early 1990s. Ginger 
Avery has served as the church clerk 
and treasurer since the mid 1990s.

      

     Sharon Jacobs            Ginger Avery



C H A P T E R  5

Precious Memories: 
Reminiscing With . . .

Margaret Sitts 
(November 3, 1990)

“The early 1920s is 
as far back as I can 
go, so here are a few 
memories. It was 
nearly 70 years ago 
when I became a 
member of  this 

church, then known as The First 
Methodist Protestant Church. During 
all of  these years, I’ve had only two 
pastors: the Rev. Frank S. Hemingway 
and the Rev. Arnold L. Bracy, both 
very young men when they came.”

“Church records show that Pastor 
Hemingway came in 1918 to preach 
his first sermon to a congregation of  
23 people. I understand that the 
Methodist Protestant Conference 
considered closing the church, but 
then decided to see what Rev. 
Hemingway could do. The Lord surely 

directed in that decision as the past 
years have shown.”

“When I began attending in 1920 
or ’21, there were very few young 
people in attendance, but that soon 
changed with much prayer and hard 
work, and the congregation grew 
rapidly. In those days, all ages attended 
all services, beginning with the “Class 
Meeting” just before the morning 
worship service. This was a time of  
prayer and testimonies. Sunday School 
followed the worship service, then the 
Christian Endeavor meeting for an 
hour before the evening evangelistic 
service. Christian Endeavor was 
especially for the young people, but all 
ages attended and participated.”

“On Tuesday night, there was Bible 
study with a prayer meeting on 
Thursday night. Again, all ages 
attended. I have good memories of  the 
prayers and testimonies of  the older 

30
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folk. Revival meetings were held 
frequently, perhaps lasting two or three 
weeks, depending on the interest and 
response. These meetings were 
preceded by much prayer, sometimes 
with what were called “cottage” prayer 
meetings, which were held in houses in 
various sections of  the city. The young 
people were in charge of  some of  these, 
with messages by Hollis Hayes, Don 
Hescott, and other young fellows. It 
was a thrill to see people responding 
when the altar call was given during the 
revival services.”

“Of  course, we had no gymnasium 
or fellowship hall, so all social activities 
were carried on in homes. The 
members’ committee spent a lot of  
time and effort to make these parties a 
fun time and good fellowship. Again, all 
ages were invited.”

“While there was no special youth 
pastor, there were adults who were very 
helpful. I think of  my first Sunday 
School teachers, Mrs. Howard Hescott 
and Mr. Roy Moore. Then a young 
family man, he gave his best to the 
work of  the Lord. I especially 
appreciated Miss Kathryn England, 
who devoted her life to young people. 
Many were touched and blessed by her 
life. She often rented a cottage at Gull 

Lake and filled it with her young 
friends during the two weeks each year 
of  the Bible conference.”

“The 1920s saw a lot of  growth in 
the church—in numbers (of  members) 
and missionary outreach culminating in 
1926 when WMPC went on the air. I 
praise the Lord for the ‘good old days’ 
and for the present good days that He 
is giving us. His ‘mercies are new every 
morning.’”

“I’m so glad I’m a part of  the family 
of  God at Calvary Bible Church.”

Pastor Bracy 
(January 30, 2015)

Rev. Arnold L. 
Bracy became the 
Pastor of  Liberty Street 
Gospel in 1964. The 
church was renamed 
Calvary Bible Church 
after it moved to South 
Main Street in 1968. Pastor Bracy 
continued to serve in that capacity until 
his retirement in January of  2004. 
Insights on the circumstances 
associated with the building of  the new 
church were shared by Pastor Bracy. 

Frank Shoults, chairman of  the 
building committee in 1964–1965, 
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designed a plan for a new structure to 
be built around Liberty Street Gospel 
Church. At the same time, the church 
was presented with an opportunity to 
buy property across from Lapeer High 
School on Millville Road. Some wanted 
to move to that location and others 
wanted to build around the historic 
location of  the church on Liberty 
Street. The two options were presented 
to the congregation.

For a week, the church members 
were allowed to come to the church 
and vote on where we should build. 
The members voted to build on the 
property that we owned at Liberty 
Street. Pastor Bracy remembers one of  
the older members coming to cast her 
vote. As she climbed the stairs after 
voting she said, “I hope, when they 
build the new church, there won’t be 
any steps.” Pastor Bracy replied, “That 
was one of  the reasons for moving to a 
new location.” The lady replied, “Oh, I 
voted the wrong way.”

Further study led to a change of  
mind on the part of  the congregation. 
In late 1965, the church voted again, 
and, this time, they voted to move. 
However, the property on Millville 
Road was now owned by Mr. 

McCormick, and he was in Florida for 
the winter.

At the time, Mr. McCormick 
appeared willing to sell the church 
enough property for a new building. 
However, by summer, he had changed 
his mind about selling the property. 
This proved to be a blessing, as Chief  
of  Police Matt Dougherty’s property at 
923 South Main Street had became 
available. In a near unanimous vote, 
the property on South Main Street was 
accepted. The church paid, $25,000.00 
for close to an eight-acre parcel of  
property. 

The minutes from the church 
meeting indicate that, when the ballots 
were counted, there were 67 yeses to 24 
nos, with 8 yes and 4 no absentee 
ballots in regard to building a new 
church. At this meeting, the 
congregation gave a standing vote of  
thanks to the building committee chair 
Donald Ross. Then in June of  1967, 
the church voted to accept a bid of  
$149,000.00 to build the new church. 

Prior to the dedication of  the newly 
completed church in September 1968, 
the congregation considered names for 
the church. Pastor Bracy had always 
liked the name “The Calvary Church.” 
However, when this name was brought 
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up for discussion, a church member 
thought it important to include the 
word “Bible” in the name. Because we 
are congregation-governed church, the 
congregation voted and adopted the 
name “The Calvary Bible Church of  
Lapeer.”

Joan Grinnell 
(January 30, 2015)

Joan Grinnell, a 
lifetime member of  
the church since the 
1920s, was pleased 
that the plans for the 
new church included 

a sloping sanctuary. She remembers 
telling her husband, Bob Grinnell, a 
church trustee at the time, “to make 
sure that [sanctuary] slopes down,” and 
they did. She also recounted, as the 
vote indicated, that not everyone was 
happy about the move, especially those 
living close to Liberty Street Gospel 
Church. In fact, to counter the 
argument that a new church location 
would offer plenty of  parking that the 
growing church needed, Mary Hayes 
counted all the cars and parking spaces 
available during one church service and 
reported that there was still room for 
more cars to park.

“Growing up, we were engaged in 
one church activity or another. There 
was the Sunday morning service 
followed by Sunday, Tuesday evening . . 
. and Thursday evening . . . In addition 
to this, different families were 
responsible for providing the music for 
a particular time one night a week.” 
Her family, the Carpenters, sang each 
Monday night. Because her family lived 
in walking distance of  the radio station, 
they were often called in on short 
notice if  someone was sick or could not 
make it into town, due to the weather, 
to do their broadcast. 

Joan recalls that WMPC attracted 
the attention of  many famous people. 
In particular, the noted revival scholar 
and evangelist James Edwin Orr spoke 
to the congregation of  Liberty Street 
Gospel Church during a New Year's 
Eve Watch Night service in the 1940s. 

                       James Edwin Orr
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He is well known for writing the 
lyrics to the 1936 song, Cleanse Me 
based on Psalms 139:23-24. It has been 
said that Orr wrote the lyrics to this 
song in five minutes, right before a 
revival meeting in Ngaruawahia, New 
Zealand.

Search me, O God, and know my heart today,

Try me, O Savior, Know my thoughts, I pray;

See if  there be some wicked way in me;

Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free.

I praise Thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin;

Fulfill Thy word and make me pure within;

Fill me with fire, where once I burned with shame;

Grant my desire to magnify Thy name.

Lord, take my life, and make it wholly Thine:

Fill my poor heart with Thy great love divine;

Take all my will, my passion, self  and pride;

I now surrender, Lord, in me abide.

O Holy Ghost, revival comes from Thee;

Send a revival, start the work in me;

Thy Word declares Thou wilt supply our need;

For blessings now, O Lord, I humbly plead.

Maxine Abbott 
(January 9, 2015)

Maxine Eckersley 
Abbott is the 
daughter of  John 
and Carrie 
Eckersley, whose 
family donated 
property for the Owen Hill Church 
formerly located on the South side of  
Bowers Road just east of  Wilder Road. 
Maxine recounts that the Owen 
Church was named after what had 
been the Owen farm. After the Owen 
Hill Church closed, its congregation 
merged with Liberty Street Gospel 
Church sometime during the 1920s. 
The church building was later sold for 
$200. Maxine recalls that, after the 
building was sold, the Ku Klux Klan 
used the building as a meeting hall.

Virgil Shoults 
(May 18, 2015)

 Virgil Shoults 
jovially boasts, “I 
have been here even 
before I was a 
member or even 
before I was born, as 
my parents were 
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going here, so I have more seniority 
than I have been on earth.” I have been 
singing and playing the guitar for over 
75 years. Not long after my father 
bought me a Spanish guitar, at the age 
of  ten,  I began singing with Pa and my 
siblings. One of  the first songs that my 
family sang, together as a group, was I 
Shall Not Be Moved.”

“Often we would stay after church 
and sing with the men. After about a 
half  an hour of  quartet music, then we 
would start having duets, trios, and 
solos, and then maybe another quartet. 
We would keep this up until 10 o’clock. 
Nora Eastman would run and find 
these songs so quickly and know what 
book they were going to be in. It was 
amazing to me to see how she had an 
index memory.” 

“I came across a song that typified 
the basement studios and even the 
group singing and the children.”

There’s a song I started singing as a child in 
Sunday School. 

It made me feel so good to sing it. I loved it then 
and I still do.

The sweetest song this side of  heaven song by 
children young and old

The sweetest song this side of  heaven is Jesus loves 
me, this I know.

Thirty kids in an old church basement. One piano 
out of  tune.

Mrs. Sitts would ask for favorites

 And when I raised my hand, she all ready knew

The sweetest song this side of  heaven song by 
children young and old

The sweetest song this side of  heaven is Jesus loves 
me, this I know. 

Margaret Smith 
(May 18, 2015)

“I became a 
member of  Liberty 
Street Gospel 
Church in 1946 after 
marrying my 
husband Ron Smith. 
Six generations of  
Ron’s family have been a part of  the 
church family. My first Sunday School 
class took place in Rev. Hemingway’s 
home. I remember one of  the Sunday 
School classes was called the CIC 
‘Class in the Corner’ because it met in 
a corner room. ‘Class in the Corner’ 
was taught by Nora Eastman. The 
young people loved both of  their 
Sunday School teachers, Nora Eastman 
and Kate England.”

“I remember learning a lot about 
the Bible by listening on the radio to 
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Nora’s Bible Quiz. Everyday in the 
summer of  1948, I would write down 
the questions and look up the answers 
in my Bible.  

A large number of  listeners took an 
active part in answering these 
questions. More mail was received at 
that time than from any other series of  
broadcasts in the sixteen years that 
WMPC had been on air (Eastman, 
1942).

Nora Eastman  

The listeners searched the scriptures 
to find answers to questions such as, 

What Bible story is the following 
identified with “Wilt though consume 
the righteous with the wicked?” 

Abraham Begs for Sodom (Genesis 
18:23).

Which book in the Bible tells us of  
the Witch of  Endor?

In I Samuel King Saul asked the witch of  
Endor to conjure up the prophet Samuel (I 
Samuel 28: 3-16).

Which victorious leader refused to 
be made king of  Israel?

Gideon refuses to rule over the Israelites  
(Judges 8: 22-23).

Because such interest was 
manifested and so many expressed a 

desire to use these 
questions in their 
local church groups, 
a little book, Know 
your Bible Radio Hour, 
containing a 100 
sets of  Bible 
questions was 

written by Nora Eastman (1942).

“Nora also read a chapter out of  a 
book, Not My Will by Francena H. 
Arnold (1946).  Another fond memory 
I have is of  Mrs. Eoaf. She would 
frequently say, ‘Today when I got up, 
there was a Bible verse and it just fit 
me.’”
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Virginia DeGroat 
(October 14, 2012)

	Virginia DeGroat, 
one of  the first 
WMPC listeners, 
reminisced with Greg 
Bullen about her 
memories during the 
2012 Sharathon.

“I was born in 1921, and WMPC 
went on the air December 6, 1926. I 
was 5 1/2 and my sister was 3 1/2. At 
that time, I was so blessed because my 
grandmother and grandpa lived in half  
of  the big old farmhouse, and my dad, 
mom, and us kids lived in the other 
half. Well, when they knew Rev. 
Hemingway was going to give the first 
broadcast, the trial one [December 2, 
1926] . . . Grandma came into our side 
of  the house and lined up four chairs in 
front of  the Philco radio. It was a 
battery [radio] because we did not have 
electricity on the farm back then. She 
said, ‘girls you all sit down here. We are 
going to sit here and hear something 
really important.’ We sat there like little 
angels. We were so quiet. I can’t 
remember a thing Rev. Hemingway 
said . . . other than hearing his voice. 
But the main thing I remember as a     

5 1/2-year-old was all the static on the 
Philco radio.”

Pat Wolfe 
(April 18, 2015)

Pat Wolfe put 
her fond 
memories of  
growing up in 
Liberty Street 
Gospel/Calvary 
Bible Church to 
pen. 

“My first memory of  this church 
actually started with WMPC. Mother 
came over from Lum once a month to 
play the piano for a live broadcast of  
the Lum Methodist Church. Later, 
when we moved, the Millville Church 
was near, and we went to that church 
where Reverend Hemingway was the 
Pastor.” 

“Donald and Margaret Sitts were in 
charge of  most everything else, Sunday 
School, etc. What a devoted, 
competent, committed couple, will 
never be again. Circa 1939, soon we 
moved to a town one and a half  blocks 
from Liberty Street Gospel Church 
where we attended. Circa 1940, I was 
in the sixth grade. Living so close (we 
moved again, but only two and a half  
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blocks from the church), Nora would 
call mother to come play for a church 
that came to broadcast but didn't have 
a pianist. Mother was always happy to 
share her gift and would drop 
everything to go and play for them.”

“As I ponder about the church, my 
first and greatest impression is ‘unity.’ 
Thinking back, oh, my! It seems as if  
everyone loved and respected everyone, 
looked out for each other, were happy 
with them or sad with them. Reverend 
Hemingway was a man of  prayer. Mrs. 
Hemingway, a quiet lady, would say she 
had to patch the knees of  Frank’s pants 
as we would wear out the knees 
praying. I also remember him calling 
the folks and asking them to come for a 
special prayer service. It was often due 
to a great need at WMPC. Of  course, 
he would never ask nor allow anyone to 
ask for money over the radio. It was a 
faith ministry. One time I went with the 
folks when Reverend Hemingway 
wanted prayer because of  an election, a 
county election.”

“Of  all the many, many memories I 
have, one of  my favorites is a time one 
of  my toddlers was being disruptive 
during an evening service. I had taken 
her out near the close of  the service. By 
now Reverend Hemingway was not 

well and not preaching. He came out of  
the service early. I was so embarrassed 
and said to him, ‘Reverend 
Hemingway, what am I going to do 
with her?’ He just smiled that famous 
smile and slowly said, ‘Just love her.’ I 
tear up sometimes remembering.”

“Some of  the people that influenced 
my life, oh, my! Such people! Of  
course, Donald and Margaret; she was 
instrumental in so many things; for 
example a broadcast we had as teens 
when she was our Bible School teacher. 
One year, when in high school, she 
taught on the tabernacle. Donald made 
the tabernacle. What I know best about 
the tabernacle I learned from them.” 

“Pauline was a great mentor to 
many of  us growing up. Nora, Edith 
Ross, Bea Raduchel-Smith, Aunt Katie 
England [Reverend C. England’s 
daughter], Mary, and Hollis. Hollis was 
one of  those men too good for his own 
good. Spending day and night in the 
basement of  the church in the control 
room as engineer. It ruined his health 
and he came down with T. B. Oh, how 
awful that was. Reverend Hemingway 
was so sad and never let Hollis work 
such hours after he recuperated.” 

“Mrs. Reamer, Mr. and Mrs. Bright, 
dear little Ada Highley, Mrs. Eoaf. Mrs. 
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Eoaf  always wore large red pierced 
earrings. She dressed plain otherwise, 
but nicely. She was a quiet lady. Back in 
those days, we all prayed together. Oh, 
what children and young people are 
missing today by not being in those 
prayer meetings; probably one the best 
and greatest influences of  my life. After 
prayer, we would have testimony time. 
Mrs. Eoaf  would tell us she found 
herself  in the Bible that day and then 
share her experience and Scripture. So 
precious.” 

“Our social life was centered around 
the church and its members. Sunday 
School parties, Bible School, and all 
kinds of  get-togethers. There was no 
“youth leader” in those days. Different 
adults would step in and help out. I 
remember Aunt Kate, as we called her, 
driving us over to Muskegon to 
Maranatha, where we kids went to 
camp for many summers. Also driving 
were Edith Ross, Mary Hayes, and 
many others. Many opened their 
homes. As older teens, we got together 
every Saturday evening for many years 
for what we called prayer meeting. And 
yes, we did not just have a prayer, but 
most of  us got on our knees and 
prayed. We also had snacks. Usually 
popcorn and Kool-Aid. No one had 

money for fancy snacks. Someone 
would have a short Bible study and 
maybe play some games. Such good 
times we had, and what good friends 
we became.”

“I feel blessed and privileged to have 
grown up and matured under Reverend 
Hemingway and Pastor Bracy, Liberty 
Street Gospel Church, and Calvary 
Bible Church. I believe Pastor Jeremy 
has been cast from the same mold.”

Maryann Wildey 
(June 25, 2015)

Maryann Wildey, 
a long-time servant 
of  the Lord in 
youth ministry, 
recalled her early 
years (1967–1968) 
at Calvary Bible Church. 

“My first memories of  the church 
are associated with Nora Eastman and 
Helen Carpenter who worked with the 
younger children during the 
Wednesday night mid-week service at 
Liberty Street Gospel Church in 1967 
to provide a children’s program for 
WMPC. This time included both 
singing and prayer requests. It was 
during this time that my daughter 
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Tammy prayed for her father’s 
salvation over the radio. This prayer 
request was answered in 1974 when her 
father accepted the Lord.” 

“Then in the early 1970s, on 
Wednesday nights, I helped out in Jet 
Cadets, an upper elementary age 
children’s program, where Mary Lou 
Beasley taught my own children. Mary 
Lou was a woman that loved the Lord 
and was a great teacher.” 

“About 1975 or so, Calvary Bible 
Church started their Awana program, 
an evangelistic and discipleship 
program for children. At that time, I 
began helping as a leader and have 
been involved ever since. Our children’s 
reach-out program is now Word of  
Life, which helps the children establish 
daily time to spend in God’s word, 
learning verses from the Bible and 
Christian service opportunities.” 

“God is GOOD! I am thankful God 
has given me the opportunity all these 
years to be a part of  the life of  Calvary 
Bible Church.”

Roger Wilson 
(April 15, 2016)

	 Roger Wilson 
described what it 
was like growing up 
at Liberty Street 
Gospel Church in 
the 1950-60s, the 
neighborhood and 
the influence of  these experiences on 
his life.

	  “My family lived on North Main 
Street so we would always come from 
the north and turn left onto Liberty 
Street (displayed on the map below) to 
go to church. Liberty Street Gospel 
Church had two entrances. You entered 
from the right double doors and exited 
out the left double doors of  the church.
	  There was a platform in the front of  
the sanctuary where Reverend 
Hemingway’s podium was. I remember 
him always closing his prayers with a 
scriptural benediction. He said, “May 
the God, who gives His peace, be with 
you all” (Romans 15:33). I loved to 
hear him pray and preach his sermons. 
I believed everything he preached, but I 
didn’t believe it in my heart until Type 
1 Diabetes brought me to my knees at 
age 18. Through God’s word, the Holy 
Spirit, and the prayers of  my church 



41

family I realized that John 3:16 was 
meant for me.” 

	  “On Sunday morning, I 
remember sitting next to my 
grandmother and grandfather Florence 
& Robert Smith. Behind them in the 
next row back were Don and Edith 
Ross. Jenny Mae and Ralph Terry, Don 
and Margaret Sitts along with Myrtle 
Gerhardt, the mother of  Ellen Williams 
were some of  the people that I knew 
quite well. Sitting in the congregation, 
the choir loft was to the left where the 
choir sang from a little raised area. The 
piano was on the congregation floor 
and the organ was up by the choir. 
Jenny Mae Terry and my brother 
played organ there.”

	 “The radio station itself  was 
located in the basement of  the church. 
As you came in the main entrance of  
the church you could go up the stairs to 
the sanctuary or downstairs to the 
broadcast studio and the control room 
where Hollis Hayes was. The office was 
at the bottom of  the stairs. There was a 
room there where they counted the 
church offering. In that room, there was 
a glass that you could see through to 
Hollis Hayes and others at the radio 
controls. To the left of  that office was 
the main broadcast studio where the 

children’s program, led by Nora 
Eastman, was held on Saturdays. We 
sang and there were sword drills, Bible 
quizzes over the Bible stories and that 
kind of  thing. Behind her were the 
chimes. She would play chimes there. 
There was also a pump organ, which is 
in the museum at WMPC. Even the 
podium she sang from and directed us 
children from is in the museum.”

 	“To the west side of  the church 
was a building that was used as a 
broadcast studio and Sunday school 
classrooms. As you walked through the 
entrance of  this building the front room 
was a broadcast studio and you could 
see who was presenting a program on 
the radio. The teens met in this 
building and there were Sunday school 
classrooms in the back and upstairs.  To 
the west of  the building was the 
Hemingway parsonage.”

	 “Directly behind the church there 
was a driveway where they put the 
clinkers from the coal furnace stoker. 
On the other side of  the driveway was 
where Sally and I taught Jr. Church to 
4th, 5th, & 6th graders for a number of  
years. Sally would teach the missionary 
stories and I would present the 
message. We taught the children, some 
who had never been in church before, 
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and after they were saved, how to take 
communion. Some of  the children 
were chosen to be ushers and take up 
the offering. We would tell them that 
we were preparing them to go into the 
adult church. When the kids turned 
twelve they would graduate to the big 
church. Some of  the children would 
say, “We don't want to leave you and 
Mrs. Wilson. We want to stay here.” 
We would tell them, “You need to go 
on and go to the adult church. You are 
all prepared for that.” The Lord was 
very kind to Sally and me. Jr. Church is 
what started our hunger for teaching.” 

	 “Behind where we had Jr. Church 
were other Sunday school classes. We 
also had prayer meeting in these 
classrooms on Thursday night. Prayer 
meeting was eventually changed at 
Calvary Bible Church to Wednesday 
night to be more in sync with the other 
churches in the area. In these rooms, 
the men would pray with men and the 
women with women. I remember 
praying with Earl Moses and some of  
the old timers.”

	 “Between Liberty Street Gospel 
Church and this building, what is now 
the playground for the Catholic school 
is where the WMPC tower used to be. 

That’s where Reverend Hemingway 
actually started his squirrel cage tower.” 

	 “Across the street from Liberty 
Street Gospel Church on the north 
corner of  Liberty and Madison was 
Doctor John Thompson’s residence and 
office where my brother and I got our 
tonsils out when I was four years old. 
Later, he told me that those were the 
first tonsils he had ever taken out.” 

	 “Across Madison Street from Dr. 
Thompson’s was Hollis and Mary 
Hayes’ house. The downtown side of  
Hollis Hayes’ house, on the corners of  
Monroe and Liberty Street was a two-
story rental building. Don and Pat 
Bracy lived in one apartment and Sally 
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and I lived in the other apartment 
when we where first married.” 

	 “Across from the rental property, 
on the corner of  Monroe and Liberty 
Street was the Methodist Church. Next 
to that, on the corner of  Madison and 
Liberty Street was the Bhattacharya 
residence. They were a family from 
India and Bill Hetchler taught their son 
in Sunday school class.” 

	 “I attribute the Bible teachings I 
grew up on as the foundations to my 
salvation. Before I met Sally, I had a 
heart murmur as a kid. The Lord spoke 
through Dr. Thompson, who 
recommended that I go into 
engineering, which I did. After Junior 
Church was over students would come 
up to me and say, “Mr. Wilson are you 
a teacher?” In a somewhat proud way, I 
would say, no I am an engineer. Years 
later the Lord gave me the hunger to 
teach high school and college students, 
church choirs as a minister of  music 
and adult Sunday school classes and 
both Sally and I did. I now understand 
that the reason for my being was for 
teaching. The Lord grabbed a hold of  
us and never let go.”



C H A P T E R  6

Calvary Bible Church 
Today

     In Romans 12: 4-5, we are reminded, “For just as we have many members in 
one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of  one another.” As has 
been the case throughout the years, no matter who you are or where you’ve been, 
you are welcome at Calvary Bible Church. The congregation of  Calvary Bible 
Church is committed to joining together, growing deeper, committing ourselves, 
and giving the gospel.
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Worship

	 We join together for a Spirit-led 
time of  worship and praise directed to 
our God in response to the atoning 
work of  Jesus Christ. The messages that 
you hear at Calvary apply to your 
everyday life. God’s truth is real and is 
as applicable today as it was back in the 
early days of  our church. The music at 
Calvary is designed to bring us to true 
and moving worship that is a response 
to Jesus’ work in our lives.

Instruction

	 We are growing deeper in our 
understanding of  God, knowledge of  
the Bible, and the purpose for which we 
were created. Programs for all ages are 
available: Children’s Sunday School, 
Junior and Senior High Ministries, and 
Adult Bible Fellowship Groups are 
available on Sundays; Word of  Life 
Student Ministries and Prayer meetings 
occur during the midweek; and there 
are Ladies’ Bible Studies and Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast meetings.

Fellowship

	 We are committing ourselves to 
one another. We accomplish this by 

praying together, serving one another, 
encouraging one another to do good 
works, and standing together in all 
things from weeping to rejoicing. Some 
of  Calvary’s fellowship activities 
include Men’s Basketball, Volleyball 
(Teens and Adults), Prayer Groups, 
Women’s Special Events, Adult Bible 
Fellowship (ABF) Groups (Sundays), 
Group Service Projects, and Helping 
Hands Ministries.

Expression

	 We are taking the gospel message 
to the people with whom we share life, 
the people in our communities and the 
people around the world. In the Lapeer 
community, Calvary serves and 
supports Pregnancy Resource Center 
of  Lapeer, Forgotten Man Ministries 
(local jail); American Red Cross (blood 
drives), The Refuge (homeless 
ministry), Child Evangelism Fellowship 
(Bible classes in Lapeer schools); and 
1230 AM WMPC (Lapeer’s christian 
radio station). 

Around the world Calvary 
participates in mission work on five 
continents through over 25 
organizations and missionaries. 
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Missionaries near and far include:

Alton and Helen Buck 
(Liberia and Menton, Indiana)

Ann Burgess 
(Thailand and Ottawa, Canada)

Billy and Jeanne Campbell (Asia)

Jerry and Dawn Carnill 
(Atlanta, Georgia)

Donna Dockham 
(Columbiaville, Michigan)

Paul and Pat Dye (McNeal, Arizona)

Bobby and Tina Francis 
(Bancroft, Michigan)

Brad and Mary Hawkins 
(KZN, South Africa)

Ivan and Kim Hoyt (Argentina)

Bob and Sylvia Lloyd 
(Siloam Springs, Arkansas)

Helmet and Tina Markeli 
(Indonesia and Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada)

David and Mollie Mason
(Mexico and Corn, Oklahoma)

Kevin and Ann Mayer 
(Guam and Elkhart, Indiana)

Jorge and Lynn Mogovejo 
(Cuenca, Ecuador)

Matt and Kristi Moore 
(Austin, Texas)

Mary Ellen Moses 
(North Newton, Kansas)

Tim and Kay Munger 
(West Bloomfield, Michigan)

Janet Murray (Chad, Africa)

Donelda Peterson 
(Jackson, Michigan)

Roger and Susan Peterson 
(Verneuril-Sur-Seine, France)

Chuck and Darlene Saunders 
(Cary, North Carolina)

David and Ruth Sherman 
(Norway and Grandville, Michigan)

Terry and Helen Vanderwerf  
(Puebla, Mexico)

Larry and Sharon Warnemuende
 (Central Asia)

Rhonda Wilkinson 
(New Albany, Indiana)

Dan and Sharylee Zachary 
(Waxhaw, North Carolina)

Mike and Sonja Zeek (Thailand)
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The Body of  the Christ

“We cannot live in the past, but 
there is something wonderful about 
remembering the past” (Bracy, 1990). 
Calvary Bible Church is living 
testimony to how important every 
member of  the body of  Christ is to the 
church. Our church has been blessed 
by so many who have served and 
continue to faithfully serve the Lord 
and respond to God’s calling. As a 
result, “many have heard the Word of  
God, many have been saved, and many 
have been baptized. Some have 
become pastors and missionaries. A 
radio ministry was established that has 
and continues to minster to 
people.” (Bracy, 1990). 

May those who come after follow 
the example of  those who have come 
before us to faithfully serve God and 
beseech Him in prayer. “Call unto Me 
and I will answer thee, and show thee 
great and mighty things, which thou 
knowest not” (Jeremiah 33:3). 
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